


CURRICULUM:  
CERT School is a year round program organized into trimesters of short-term courses. Each trimester frames a slate of industry 

credentials within a context of disaster rescue, recovery or rebuilding.  
The extensive curriculum prepares students to simultaneously pursue more than one career path of interest.

Trimester 1 
Disaster Rescue 

Responder Fitness 
Employment Connections
Patient Relations 
Service & Etiquette
Global Culture & Relief 
International Incident Response
Basic Foreign Communication
U.S. Passport
*National Incident Management System-100
*National Incident Management System-200
*National Incident Management System-700
*National Incident Management System-800
*OSHA Disaster Site Worker
Search & Rescue Operations
Global Positioning Systems (GPS)
*Community Emergency Response Training (CERT
Storm Watch
Civil Air Patrol 
*Disaster Medical Operations-CPR/First Aid
*OSHA Bloodborne Pathogen Certification
*Certified Nursing Assistant Training 
Phlebotomy Training
Medical Records Management 
Traumatic Stress & Psychology
Remote Responder Operations-Robotics
STEM 101
Fluid Dynamics
Fluid Dynamics
Computer Aided Design (CAD)
Digital Imaging
Design Team & Problem Solving (Synectics)
Arborist Training
Utility Line Maintenance Training
*DOT Flagger Certification
*Class D Driver License
*Commercial Driver License
ECO-Driving (Class 8) Over-the-Road
National Safety Council-Defensive Driving 
*Passenger Assistance Training
*Public Passenger License
*Chauffeur’s License
*OSHA HAZWOPER (29 CFR 1910.120) 
Nanotechnology Safety Training
*Refinery Safety Overview (RSO) Card Certified 
Hazardous Materials Management
*DOT Hazardous Materials Handling & Packaging 
*OSHA Confined Space Certification       
     

Trimester 2
Disaster Recovery 

Responder Fitness 
Employment Connections
*Certi�ed Renovator
*OSHA Asbestos Awareness Training
Mold & Moisture Control Awareness
Heavy Equipment Operations
Skidloader Operation
Backhoe Operation
*Bucket Truck Certi�cation
Industrial Deck Mower Operation
*Food Handling Certi�cation
*Beginning Wastewater Treatment Operator 
Sewer Science
Back�ow Prevention Tester Awareness
Wastewater Collection Operator Awareness
Water Sampling & Monitoring
Water Action Volunteer I Training
Water Action Volunteer II Training 
Potable Water
Water Distribution Systems Operation 
*Forklift Certi�cation
Logistics & Warehouse Operations 
Small Engine Repair
Alternative Fuels 
Biodiesel Production
Hydro Power

Trimester 3
Disaster Rebuilding

Responder Fitness
Employment Connections
*Entry-Level Solar Installer Certification
*Beginner’s Electrical License
Energy Technology
Electrical Instrumentation & Automation
 Technician Training
*Energy Auditor (BPI) Certification
Focus on Energy Cold Climate
Climate Literacy
Geothermal/HVAC Training
*EPA HVAC Certification
Transit Surveyor
*OSHA 10-hour Construction Safety
*HBI Deconstruction Certification
Basic Pipelaying
Industrial Arts I
*National Career Readiness Certification
Industrial Arts II
Welding (MIG & TIG)
AutoCAD/3-D Modeling Project Management
Homebuyer Education/Financial Literacy 
Entrepreneurship

CERT School features the staging and hands-on operation of a mobile facility  

modeled on a transitional Emergency Operations Center activated during a 

disaster response.  Modular classrooms in portable, wireless trailers relocate 

frequently to new neighborhoods where students establish the logistical 

infrastructure for operational exercises and instruction. 

In Partnership with

Taking an oath of service:    First responders have an ethical duty to serve 
those in need.  Americans trust their lives to 

emergency personnel.  As a disaster responder-in-

training, every CERT School student pledges a 

similar oath of duty and is expected to serve with 

the moral precepts and character of a Good 

Samaritan to aid others. 

CERT School is an alternative high school designed as a hybrid career academy to prepare students with several nationally recognized, 
stackable industry certi�cations, licenses and credentials for high-demand occupations involved in disaster rescue, recovery and rebuilding of a 

community.  It is ideal for  individuals aging out of the traditional public education system, age 18 and older, because its curriculum features 
courses and hands-on learning practices that are often restricted for minors. Unlike systems based on time spent in the classroom, CERT School 
students complete a sequential curriculum of occupational courses embedded with the rigor of common core state standards to demonstrate 

applied learning and mastery of multiple core skills required by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction for high school graduation.  
CERT School students acquire the skills and credentials required by employers and earn a high school diploma at the same time.  Because 
graduation is competency-based, CERT School considers every applicant to be a 12th grade high school senior-in-standing, and strives to 
graduate students within 12 intensive months.  CERT School students are co-enrolled into AmeriCorps to earn up to 4 college scholarships 

valued at approximately $1,200 apiece for their national service and training in disaster response, and CERT School uses dual enrollment into 
local technical college and university remedial math and language arts classes to permit students to satisfy post-secondary remedial 

requirements while still in high school.  CERT School charges no student tuition.

AN OATH OF SERVICE 

MOBILE CLASSROOMS IN THE COMMUNITY



FROM HIGH SCHOOL TO HERO
Preparing You to Serve in an Emergency or Natural Disaster

VISION: 
In the United States there is only one trained �rst responder for every three hundred Americans.   

Natural and man-made disasters are increasingly frequent phenomena.  The �rst people to arrive to 
an emergency are likely to be neighbors, friends or family members.  Irrespective of local, regional or 

international borders, CERT School imparts a neighbor-helping-neighbor philosophy that every 
person has a role to serve in a crisis situation.

Every 26 seconds a student drops out of high school.  The U.S. has more than 6 million young adults 
who dropped out of high school but are not yet ready to enter the workforce.  America has a skills 

gap of more jobs available than people quali�ed to �ll them.  

CERT School prepares students to lead in emergency situations with the skills and knowledge that 
will protect the lives of those whom they care about most. Throughout the process, young adults 

who previously left or had been pushed out of a traditional school system without a diploma learn 
a wide range of occupations and acquire middle-skill credentials to perform a variety of duties.  

Disaster responder training at CERT School is a lens to cover content requirements for a high school 
diploma and jumpstart students into careers. CERT School is crafted to maximize the earning 

potential and provide an advantage to young adults who may be at a disadvantage in life.  
The credentials to provide disaster relief are the same quali�cations employers seek 

every day in new hires.

For more information about CERT School and how to apply, visit www.greatlakesccc.org.
CERT School is governed by a board of education experts and practitioners, and is an a�liate of the 

Great Lakes Community Conservation Corps.

CERT School is an opportunity to re-focus your life for meaning, relevance and service.
BECOME THE ROLE MODEL FOR YOUR FAMILY, YOUR FRIENDS AND YOUR COMMUNITY.  

CHANGE THE LIFE OF YOUR COUNTRY.
Enroll into CERT School

Continuing the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) legacy of educating young adults since 1933
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